Mnemonics for basic characters

Writing Practice One

1.Be able to write the numbers 1-10.

2.Be able to write the names of the months (Yiyué, Eryue,
Sanyue, etc.)

Writing Practice Two

3. Monday — Sunday

4. Ni de shéngri ji yue ji hao? = When is your birthday?

5. February 29, March 8, April 1, May 4, July 1, October 7.
(Use Chinese numbers — Er Yué Ershijiti ri/hdo ... etc.)

Writing Practice Three

6. W6 zhdo ni, ta y€ zhdo ni. = I’'m looking for you, he’s
also looking for you.

7. Wo Xingqitian yige rén zhdo. = I’ll look for it myself
Sunday.

Writing Practice Four

8. W de, ni de, ta de, bai de. = mine, yours, his, the white
one.

0. San bai ge rén, yi qian ge rén. = 300 people, 1000 people.
10. W0 yong bai de, ta yong xido de. = I’ll use the white one,
he’ll use the small one.

Writing Practice Five

11.  Hao le! = Okay!

12.  Dade hao, xido de y¢ hao. = The big one is good, the
small one is good too.

13.  Dudshio nlirén? = How many females?

Writing Practice Six

14.  Nishangqu haishi xiaqu? = Are you going up or down?
15. Wo de shéngri shi 8 yu¢ 8 ri. = My birthday is August 8.
16.  Ni shi Xingqiji shéng de? = Which day of the week were
you born?

Writing Practice Seven

17.  Wang nlishi shi Zhonggué rén hdishi Figué rén? Is Mrs.
Wang Chinese or French?

18.  Meéiguorén chi yangrou ma? = Do Americans eat lamb?
19.  Me¢éiguo rénkou dudshao, Zhongguo rénkou dudshio?
What’s the population of America, and what’s the population of
China?

20.  Guonei de yumi haocht ma? Is domestic corn good?
Literally: Does domestic corn taste good?
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Writing Practice Eight

21.  Wang Taitai you le. = Mrs. Wang is expecting.

22. Wang Taitai you you le = Mrs. Wang is expecting again!
Writing Practice Nine

23. Ta zuoshou you daozi. = He has a knife in his left hand.
24. “M¢i” zi de shangbian shi “yang” zi, xiabian shi “da” zi. =
The top part of the character “beautiful” is “sheep” and the
bottom part is “big”.

25. WO zai ni nll péngyou de zudbian. = I'm to the left of
your girlfriend.
26.  Nibu ctinzai! = You don’t exist!

Writing Practice Ten
27. WO yljing ziji qu le. = I already went myself.

28.  Women ziji, nimen ziji, tamen ziji = We ourselves, etc.
Writing Practice Eleven

29. Ta zudtian qu shanshang gongzuo. = Yesterday he went
to the mountain to work.

30.  Daozi céi liu cun chang. = The knife is only 6 inches
long.

Writing Practice Twelve

31. Ta jintian hui qu féngdongsi. = Today he’ll go to the branch
office.

32. Jintian hui dudyun, y€ hui xia da yu. = Today it will be
cloudy, and it will also rain hard.

Writing Practice Thirteen

33.  Niyou shénme yong! = (Literally) “What use are you,
which means “You’re useless!”

34. NI zai gan shénme? = What are you doing?

Writing Practice Fourteen

35.  Neirén de péngyou fandui wufan chi niarou. = My wife’s
friend is opposed to eating beef at lunch.

36.  Wo ¢ le. = 'm hungry.

Writing Practice Fifteen

37. Ma Taitai tiantian ma zhangfu ma? = Does Mrs. Ma scold

her husband everyday?
38 Dui le. = That’s right.
39.  Niyou haomd ma? = Do you have a number?

40. -Ni hdao ma? = How are you?
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- Mama htihu = Pretty average.
Writing Practice Sixteen

41.  Niyou dudshdo qian? = How much money do you have?
42.  Ma, wo mingtian xiang qu hé bian, kéyi ma? = Mom, |
would like to go to the riverside tomorrow, may 1?

43.  Nixiangxin ma? = Do you believe that?

Writing practice Seventeen
44. Qing chifan. = Please eat.
45. W6 ke xiang hé bing shui. = I’m thirsty and would like to
drink ice-water.
46. Qing zai hudshan shang bu yao chouyan (or xiyan). =
Please don’t smoke on the volcano.
47. W6 xidng qu hé bian = I’d like to go to the river.
Writing Practice Eighteen - A
48.  -Ni you xiongdijiémei ma? = Do you have siblings?
-You, wo you geége. = Yes, | have an elder brother.
49.  Diyt ge rén shud: “wo xing Zhang — gong chang Zhang.”
= The first person said, “I am surnamed Zhang: as in gong-
chang-Zhang.”
50. W6 shud bu tud le! =1 say [ will not disrobe!
Writing Practice Eighteen B
51.  Diy1 ge rén shud: wo xing Zhang — gong chang Zhang.
Di’¢r ge rén shud: wo xing Wang — guéwang de Wang.
Disan ge rén shud: wo xing Li — mu zi Li.
Disi ge rén shud: wo xing Hii — gt yu¢ Hu.
Diwl ge rén shud: wo xing He — rén ké Hé.
Diliu ge rén shud: wo xing Shi — shitéu de shi.
Diqi ge rén shud: wo xing Lii — shuangkdu 1.
Diba ge rén shud: wo xing Lin — shuangmu Lin.
The first person said, [ am surnamed Zhang: as in bow-long
Zhang.”

.. Wang: as in “king”.

.. Li: tree and son.

.. Hu: old and moon.

.. He: person and “ké&”.
... Shi: shi as in “rock”

.. Lli: double-mouth Lii.

.. Lin:double-tree Lin.
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Writing Practice Nineteen

52.  Fumugin bu chi yumipianr. = Mom and Dad don’t eat
corn flakes.

53.  Frzi shuo fuqgin de Zhongwén bucud. = The son said that
his father’s Chinese didn’t suck.

Writing Practice Twenty

54. Ta jiu qu Béijing jidnjian fumtqin le. = He has gone to
Beijing to see his parents.

55.Ta mugqin shi huzhang. = His Mom is head of the household.
56.  Tade fangzi bi wo de fangzi da. = His house is bigger
than my house.

Writing Practice Twenty-one

57. WO hén mang. Youqi shi zh¢ ge xingqt, sudyi wo wang
le. ’'m busy, especially this week, so I forgot.

58.  Tachou-le san zht yan.

One

1. — = =W By ooN By N S

2. —H. ZA. LA

Two

3. Ef—. B8, .. EMX/EMH

4. REIAEHILAILS?

5. “HZ R HEA ZANES WA —H/S
H—H/5. +—HEH/%.

Three

6. AR, Al thL k.
7. HEHIR DA

Four

8. . RO 0. AR
9. =AM, —TF1MA

10.  FTHBEAB, /N

Five

1. 7!

12, KBYEF, MU LT.

13. 2/ \?

Six
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14. AR EFRIERETE?

15,  FTAEHALZA/NH/\H.

16.  REEMILAR?

Seven

17. Tt EANEZEEAN?
18.  EEANZERG?

19.  EEADOZA, pEADZA?
20. KL 2

Eight

21.  EKKAT.

22.  ERKKNEHT!

Nine

23.  MEFHIIF.

24, < FH R 7, RIARACR” T
25. WAL KEIL .

26. RAAFLE!

Ten

27. REgHCOET.

28.  A1EC, KMTEC, fTE .
Eleven

29, fhHERZE L B TAE.

30.  JIFASNTK.

Twelve

31, A REESAF.

32. SReZn, e T RW.
Thirteen

33. REAH!

34, ARTETATA?

Fourteen

35, WARIITR SOz 4.
36.  FIKT.

Fifteen

37, -EIRRKRREBILRE?

38, X!

39. R ShEE?
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40.  -RUEFN?
VA

Sixteen

41.  WREZDE?

42, @, IRERAE LA, LA
43. PRAE{EE?

Seventeen

44,  FIZIR.

45.  EMEUKK.

46. VLKL EAERE (HOR).
47.  FRAB I,

Eighteen A
48. - ARAT SR QIR
- A7, AT A AL

49. F—NNUL: <K 5Kk
50. FULAME T

Eighteen B

51.

F— AU kK 5Kk
BN R EERE”
BN D R F2
VAN Nt <A N Al fa].”
FRANNUL: WA A LA
NNV RS XS
FAANNUL: “FREEMR: SR
Nineteen

52. BESEAE B oK Fr

53, JLF AR I HR SUAVES.
Twenty

54. AR ak 2= 465 L LAC
55. fliBER & P K.

56. {51 LRI 5 TR
Twenty-one

57. BRI CHEZXANEM, U ET.
58.  Athdh T =3O

BT





