Names of Common Radicals

"Pangs" (radicals that occur on the side = pang)
danrénpang single person { =
shuangrénpang double person
shizipang food

Jjinzipang metal

Jjidosipang silk

yanzipang speech
shuxinpang vertical heart
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tishoupang hand

erpdng ear

danérpang single loop ear
fanquanpdng animal
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zuzipang foot

huozipang fire

jianzhipang in "health"
zouzhipang in "walking"
fanwénpang language (twisted)
shizipang display

yizipang clothes
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Tous (radicals that occur on the top = tou).
cdozitou grass H

zhuizitou bamboo =T

wenzitou language -
bdogai top of the character bao ~
bingzitou sick '
bazitou eight written on the top J\
rénzitéu = person written on top A\

Di's (radicals that occur on the bottom).
xinzidi heart A=
sididnhud four dots fire ma = K
bazidi eight on the bottom J\



Names of Common Radicals

Radicals with self-describing names.

liangdianshui two dots water {
sandidanshui three dots water 7 = JK
lidao vertical knife | =7]

Some common radicals that are characters
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[da] big, [xido], small, [ld0] old, [mén] door, [yIn] sound
[ri] sun, [yu¢] moon, [shan] mountain, [shui] water, [mu]
tree/wood, [féeng] wind, [yu] rain

3 [jin] gold/metal, [hud], fire, [béi] shell, [shi] stone/rock,
[tian] field, [qi] vapor

N —

4 [ma] horse, [qudn] canine, [nit] cow, [long] dragon,
[nido] bird, [chong] insect
5 [vang] sheep, [yu] fish, [qudnpang] animal radical, [méo]

hair/fur, pig (archaic)
6 [bai] white, [qing] green/blue, [h&i] black [you] again, [ci]
this, [zi] from
[kdu] mouth, [mu] eye, [€r] ear, [shé] tongue
[shén] body, [shou] hand, [xin] heart, [pi] skin,[z1] foot
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Names of Common Radicals

9 [zi] son, [nii] female, [Wang] king, [mii] mother, [f]
father

10 [hé] grain, [zh] bamboo, [mi] uncooked rice, [dou] bean

11 [jin] cloth/napkin, [y1] clothes, [ch€] car/vehicle, [zhou]
boat

12 [jian] see, [qian] owe, [yong] use, [li] stand, [zOu]
walk/go

¢ To see a fuller description of radicals, see the section on
radicals later in the book.

Names of some basic strokes
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[dian] dot, [héng] horizontal, [shu] vertical, [pi€] left falling, [na]
right falling

Knowing the names of strokes can help you to remember simple
sequences. For example the characters characters 1 and )\
can be described as:

-+ vi heng yi shu - a horizontal then a vertical
J\ yi pie yi na - a left falling then a right falling

The last description even has an idiom:
“ Wo de bazi hai meiyou yi pie:" FH) )\ FiEEH—)

Which means "I have not done squat." (my character eight is not

even started).

Note ) and \ are only strokes and not characters. The actual
characters for these two strokes are:

) =& pie
and

\ =#¥na



Names of Common Radicals

Beyond the basic strokes above, one can get carried away with
stroke names, as there are quite a few more. The remaining
stroke names are all variations of the above, adding prefixes
such as "hook, curve, etc." Here are four useful stroke names:

[hénggoii] horizontal with hook as in
[shugoti] vertical with hook as in /]>

[ti] left rising as in F

[wangou] as in



