UnitOne —. —. =. . H. »~. . ). L. +. H

F=7 PtFE = Pinyin FE3C = Yingwén
— y1 one

- er two

- san three

Vg si four

. wi five

7N liu six

- qt seven

J\ ba eight

L jit nine

+ shi ten

Other

A yue moon/month
Months

Yiyue, Eryue, Sanyue, Siyue, Wiyue, Lityué, Qiyué, Bayue, Jitiyue, Shiyué, Shiyiyue,
Shi’eéryue

January, February, March ... December

Writing Practice One

1. Be able to write the numbers 1-10.
2. Be able to write the names of the months (Yiyu¢, Eryue, Sanyue, etc.)

Notes

1. Be aware that in many situations Chinese uses Arabic numerals. Therefore, you may
find the months written eitheras 1 H. 2 H. 3 H... orwrittenas —H. — H.
—H... etc.




Unit One - Stroke Orders

1, P l;:.......‘k
2s
yI = one &r = two san = three
2—» 1
I 12
4
Ji \
5> 12
si = four wi = five liu = six
1 2
/ \
ql = seven bd = eight jill = nine

DO

shi = ten

yué = moon




Unit Two K. K. H. 4.

B Ho B L

F=7 PtF = Pinyin F3L = Yingwén 4k = Fianti
K da big

AN tian day/sky/heaven

H ri day/sun

ag shéng birth

)= Xing star (in sky)

H [ qi “qita” = other

HH qt “xingqi” = week

JL ji how many %
= hao number, “jihao” gk
Combinations

R=—+K

E=H+4%

M=H*+H

] = ci [phrases]

£ XIngqi week

4 H shéngri birthday

EHJL XIngqi ji Which day of the week?
Days of the week

Xingqiy1, Xingqt’er, Xingqisan, Xingqisi, Xingqiwi, Xingqiliu, Xingqitian or Xingqiri.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, ... Sunday. (Xingqitian, Xingqiri both mean Sunday)

Writing Practice Two

3. Monday — Sunday
4. Ni de shéngri ji yue ji hao? = When is your birthday? ‘ ,
5. February 29, March 8, April 1, May 4, July 1, October 7. (— Er Yu¢ Ershijit ri/hao, etc.)




Notes

e Dates may be expressed by either H or 5. So either /\H or /\ 5.

2. %% is the traditional equivalent (Z{K % = Fantizi) of JL. When characters with
traditional equivalents are presented, the traditional equivalent will be given on the
right side of the table and marked with [t] at the top of the column. These characters
will also be presented in the section “Stroke Orders” at the end of each unit.

3. H isused in “HAth” to mean “other” and as seen above H: forms the right side of &
#H. But as an independent character £ is not in the range of characters given in most
beginning textbooks. Such characters are marked in this book with [al.

4. “Libai” [fL##] and “xTngqT” both mean week, but “xingqT” is more commonly used in
China, whereas “libai” is used in Taiwan. Traditional for LFF is #& FE.

5. As indicated in unit one you will find that dates are written with both Arabic or
Chinese numerals.



Unit Two - Stroke Orders

tidn = sky

shéng = birth

7N

/Y3I"

ql = period of time

ji = how many?

Traditional
=

SR 5

u

hdo = number

ji = how many




Unit Three : $&. #£. 8. . . T, F. XK. /b

F=7 PtF = Pinyin FE3C = Yingwén
Ik wo I, me

B3 zhdo look for

Ui ni you

ik yeé also

fih ta he/him

® There are no traditional equivalents for the characters given in this unit.

Characters and components comprising “F” and “3£”

I gian 1000
¥ F=7F tishdupang hand (written as radical)
X gé spear

Characters and components comprising “/<”

A 1 =N danrénpang single person written on the side
7 no pronunciation component with no meaning

/N X140 small

/R [ &r see note 7.

Combinations

1) 3k = top stroke of “FT” + F + XK.

2) =7+ XK.

)R =4 +77+ /] (orf +7K)

Writing Practice Three

| 6. W0 zhdo ni, ta y¢ zhdo ni. = I’m looking for you, he’s also looking for you.




Notes

6. I and #k are similar, but in F£ the horizontal line is connected, whereas in #X the
two sides are separate [+ +7].  Therefore, the two characters have a slightly
different stroke order.

7. The right side of 1 is “/K” [&r]. /K is frequently used to transliterate foreign words,
such as H/KRKRER [gaoérfiqia = golf] and L&(/R [Mixie'ér = Marshall]. /K is
written in traditional as #. However, other than being the right-side component, /K
= #J has no relation to the character X, which has the same form for both simplified
and traditional.

8. is used to indicate that ¥ and 4 are radicals. Radicals are explained in
considerable detail in part two of this book “Radicals.” For now it is enough to
consider radicals as basic components or parts of the characters presented, but if you
are curious you may obviously look ahead.

0. is used above to mark X.. This symbol will be used to indicate that the indicated
character is a commonly occurring component, but otherwise has limited usage as an
independent character. In other words, focus on the shape of the character as a
component, and don’t worry about being able to use “spear” in a well-formed
sentence.



Unit Three - Stroke Orders

l =F
3 1*4h
A (N =4
i
2
f
EAS
gian = 1000 tishéupdng $&TF5% gé = spear
T+ X 4 + 77+ /)

N

wo = I, me zhdo = look for ni = you
4 :ﬂ}\ 1
1 |
4 ;7 ; 3
2 2 /
| £z / \
IN

component

xido = small




Unit Four: . . H. H. A. ~. . A, A,

F=7 PtF = Pinyin FE3C = Yingwén

| kou mouth

Ja! yong use

H ri day/sun

=] bai white

=] bai 100

] shao spoon

1] de wo de, ni de, bai de etc.

® There are no traditional equivalents for the characters given above.

Combinations

M=H+1 H=—+H.
H =a“dot” + H =K+
Things related to A\

N rén person
A ru enter
A~ g¢  generic classifier: “—/~\” 1l

7] = ci [phrases]

A H rukou entrance
A rénkou population

Writing Practice Four

7. W0 Xingqitian yige rén zhdo. = I’ll look for it myself Sunday.

8. W0 de, ni de, ta de, bai de. = mine, yours, his, the white one.

9. San bdi ge rén, yi qian ge rén. = 300 people, 1000 people.

10. WO yong bai de, ta yong xido de. = I’ll use the white one, he’ll use the small one.




Notes

10. ] is essentially H + |, although slightly wider.

11. '] = 4 + ~J. There are two other very commonly used grammatical words which are
also pronounced “de” [ and #1]. To refer in speech to i), one generally says “[]
) B [“bai-shdo-de, which means the “de” written with “b4i” and “shdo”.]

12. ) is a commonly used word for “spoon” although many Taiwan speakers say
“tidogéng” Y ZE or “tangchi” 7 L.

13. Notice the difference between A and A. For now A is introduced to point out that

many characters look very similar (such as 3% and ). Please see stroke orders
below.



Unit Four - Stroke Orders

kou = mouth

-~
« DO

Tén = person Tu = enter gé = counter

Traditional
A

O+~

ge = counter

e [1 is mouth. There is another radical [ | which means border. For all practical
purposes, [ and [ | share the same shape except that I = mouth is always empty, while
[ '] = border always “surrounds”.



Unit Five: 2. . +. .

. Ry Db H £

F=7 PtFE = Pinyin FE3C = Yingwén

5’8 nt female

g le sentence final and post-verb particle
< zi érzi = son, also (zhuozi, haizi, etc.)
IF hao good/very

Tihy ta she, her, hers

N da big (from unit two)

/N X140 small

/b shido few

A [a X1 evening

% dud many

® There are no traditional equivalents for the characters above.
Combinations

T=7+— /b =7+ ) (slanted)

o =%+ 7 Z=k+4

i = 22+

1] = ci [phrases]

Z /b dudshio how many?

Writing Practice Five

11. Hao le! = Okay!
12. Da de hdo, xido de y¢ hdo. = The big one is good, the small one is good too.
13. Dudshio niirén? = How many females?

Notes

14. /b and /) are basically the same, note the hook on the bottom of /)> but not on 7b>.
15. Recall from unit two that the bottom right of /R contains /)>.

16. A common phrase with 4/ is &4 [chixi = Chinese New Year’s Evel].




Unit Five - Stroke Orders

nll = female

T~T~F

o

hdo/héo = good/to like

XI = evening

1
v
2 3
71N
IN

xido = small

shdo = few

4%
f
NS K

dud = many




